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By A. M. EASTERLING

ONY & mickle makes a muckle,"” Bo
runs the old Scotch saying, and In
verification of {ts truth may be clted
the condition of the park play-
grounds, where Omaha childran now
disport themselves. Yeara ngo
Omaha had nothing In the way of

playgrounds; then came an agitation,

was ralsed and a sort of playground

Itg one pummer of activ-

supervised
pome money
asnociation was formed.
ity was productive of guite a bit of desultory talk:
fi.g, but no definite plans for it future, and, lika
many another promising fad, it drooped and dled

tor want of public support. The germ had been

planted, though, and out of it came the system.
atizing of play at the public parks, where ap-
paratus has been Installed of the most modern

" port, and where accommodation |s provided for the
entertainment of thousands of children. Park
Commissioner Joe Hummel has glven this phase
of his administrative job much attention and has
achieved very creditable results with the limited
amount of money he has had. He estimates the
cost of aquipment now at about $3,000, and the
cost of malntenance, which includes the pay of the
gluipervisors at the several parks, at something un-
der $100 a week,

Thus by patliently putting togetnher little at o
timea the park commissioner has brought to pass
& condition that has been approved by experts of
the “playground’ cult, aven though he dld decline
most emphatically to glve over a consilderabla por-
tion of the small sum at his disposal in order to
defray the cost of having an imported prophet of
play look over the situation and make recommen-
dations. The $500 that was asked for the pay of
the visiting brother will establish several swings,
glides and the like for the use of the kiddles, or
will more than defray the cost of maintaining and
puperviging the present plant for longer than five
weaks, which |s some langth of time, even in
Omaha.

No Place for a “Tough Guy "

Thousands of kids, the majority of them under

12 years of uge, congregate as by Instinct In the
wen aupervised park playgrounds Commissioner

Hummel has provided. The girls play In one
ylace of the park, the boys in another, occasionally
all together, There is no ruffianizsm, Sometimes
a “"tough guy" tries to run things, and as often as

this bappeng a supervisor comes along and the
tough guyv leaves,

So the small boys angd giris have come to re-
allze that the supervised park playgrounds are
thelrs, No gang leader or overgrown Lough can
muolest them. The little tots began to play as
thelr grown-ups worked—with all thelr energy

and with & boundlesg enthusiasm They splashed
in the ponds, they climbed ceasslessly up stalrways
to slide down gliders, they clung to “glant strides”
tenaciously and they hunted tadpoles with gerious
persistency,

"Are they happy?" asked Miss Mary Leary as

she viewed the kids at Kountze park. “Are they
henlthy? 1ls It worth while?* And thenm her
gray Irish eyes molstensad and the big mother
boart of her zent the red blush to her bronzed
cheel, "Why, sir, I know them all. I have lived

here so long and watched them since they were
bables. They are a delight 1o the heart and a
pleasure to the eye, Bes how brown and healthy
they are! They are growing, and they ure gErow-
ing strong and healthy In the open alr. Worth
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> mands. He la just beginning, and being a practi-
cal fellow not given to dréams and hazy specula-
tlons, he ls going about his business in & work.
‘! manllke manner—and the kids are for him,
¢ slrong.
f There Is yet another recognized advantage to the

AOn the Glider - at Berms 'Par]tu:’

while?" and the lapsed into the brogue.
there's nary & one of 'em but
money and the time ye bave spent on the slven
playgrounds of the city."

And sghe was right.
reason, because Willlam Gunn said she wawm, and

“Why,
Is worth all the

She was right, for one
Willlam Gunn, being a curlous character, wise
with the wisdom of many children, ought to know.
He i8 Joe Hummel’s chauffeur and his dialect |s
Scotch, and he knows children as the grown-ups
know each other—a thing unusual in & modarn
wan. Many a kid could call him by name as he
lumbered through the parks in his auntomobile,

“"Playgrounds have been my hobby," salg Mr,
Gunn, "“Not because playgrounds are pretty, but
because the children gather on them and make o
big, glad poise while they play in & manner to
harden the muscles and brighten the eye. What
has been done for them s bevond reckoning in
money. We're giving the kids the tlmes of
thelr lives.*

ety

Proud of His Achievements

Commisloner Hummel 18 proed of bhvs parks

and his supervised playgrounds. He trles to be
conservative and display proper and becoming
modesty, but he's awfully proud. He has done

a blg work for around $3,000 and he s SUpervis-
ing the completed work for less than $100 a week,
and he {8 proud of it

“First 1 thougkht we could at least keep the
yYoungsters off the sireets and out of miachief by
establishing playgrounds,” gsald Commissioner
Hummel. “And so we established one, but it was
$0 popular that we saw It would serve a bigger
purpose than keeplug the kids off the streets, We
cou'd teach them self-rellance, give them a place

of recreation where parents could have no fear
of their environments or companfons and this
you mey not belleve—but we could mt the mame

Iine yrovide for the parents one of thelr most en-
joyable hours of the day—the hour when they

could sit in the cool park shade and hear the shout

ol the playlng youngsters, watching them grow
#trong In the sun and wind."
SBeven Parks Now Equipped
The supervised park playgrounds naturally

grew untl they embraced about all of the avalla-
ble sites—Hanscom, Miller, Riverview, Bemls
Kountze, Fontenells and Deer parks—and the ter-
ritory was even stretched beyond the city limits,
to include Elmwood park. In all swings were In-
iustalled, and teeter-totters and slides, and where
possible base ball diamonds were lalg out and a
pond was prepared.

Uver each & supervisor was placed, preferably
an elderly person, acqualnted in the nelghborhood.
In such parks as Riverview, where follgge 1% denso,
Lhouses sparse and the nights, therefore, lonesome
snd dark, & man was put in as supervisor, but in
parks llke the Kountze a woman was selected, and
the been accepled without fault-
finding by the patrons of these places.

In the beginning certain cranks and childish
persons ralsed a conslderabls rumpus, assuring
the park commissioner that so many kids would
gather in the playgrounds that the welkin would
shake with their shouts for block around, To
some the laughter of a little child s not unpleas-
&unt, and there are even those to whom the wild,
shirill ery of the boy at play is & pleasant sound.
The park commissloner depended on thesa latier
belng In the majorjly among the residents aroupd
the parks,
sound

solections have

He must have based hig Judgment on
reasoning, for Instead of
stopping thelr ears with nervous fingers, the men
and women gather to wateh, and | sometimes
takes the stern commands of the supervisor 1o re-
vent these grown ones from Joinlng In the play,
gillding down the gliders and usurping the toeter-
totters,

“Have to watch "em,” sald the laconic Frank
N. Willlams, supervisor of the Bemis park play-

protesting and

grounds. “Big, ft fellows come right In and
climb In the swings and squeeze Into the gliders
and yell and screech worse thun the most bolster-
ous boy, But the nelghbors do not seem to even
mind that. For gure, modern playgrounds are a
sreat thing, and there ought to be more of them.'

To these youngsters Omaba s & very liveable
place and the most liveable gpot In it I8 the near-
eal playground, There they may be natural, There
they may squirt mud betwsen thelr toes, hide In
big plles of sand and shoot down the smooth in-
cMnes without fear of a scolding. No grouchy,
waur-faced person can frito this domaln of
the young of Omaha and order them 0out As tres-
passors, It is thelrs, all thelrs, and a mighty fina
thing to have and to hold,

come

Stll, the youngsters are not jealous. The
more the merrler, and that is the refson & carload
of kids can come tearing down from Benson aod

loin In the festivities without creating & ripple of

protest. They are all youngsters together—
healthy, happy youngsters—a husky bunch, as
every plargound proves,

In the evenings bands play in some of the
parks The park eommissioner has bought a
“"band wagon' In which the players sit when at

[/arka where there are no band stands, Thess con-
certs attract many, and the safe. sane supervision
makes It posstbla for all to come and uwotll 10
velock of A summer's night sit in the cool lireezes
und moon for a litile while,

Two Millions Invested

Bomething like 32,000,000 has been spent on

Omaha parks and boulevards, but very samall
Bim has gone into Commissioner Hummel's new
yinyground plans There are, however, twenty-
four square miles within the corporate lmits of

the city; there are great resources: there are fina,
undeveloped park properties and there iIs & Erow-
ing demand for playgrounds and there la a park
commissioner who Is wying to meet these de-

city's superviged park playgrounds, The base ball
dinmonds in the severnl parks and on vacant city
property have become orderly places, with games
peheduled by kid leaguers and played without mis-
hinp. Formerly thess ball diamonds were
loody battlefields. Two nines, arriving to play,
nwould find the diamond occupled and, belloving
they had as much right as the pccupants, the mat-
ter was argued in a free-for-all, the victors pro-
ceading At the finlsh to chase awany their defeated
fellow gportsmen and start the game,

base

Keops Hase Ball Schedule

Now the park commissloner's secretary s the
kid lenguers’ clearing house. He has a schedula
of gamos for nearly every day In the week for the
entire season, “'First come, firet served,” s the
rule, and weeks before the season opened the rush

was on. With supervision of playgrounds ama-
teur sports are becoming pystematized. These
sports are encouraged In every way possible. Not

only are diamonds prepared and protection guar-
anteed, but the young sportsmen are given advice
by the park commlssloner, who now and agaln
gathers the old veterans and holds a conclave with
the kids.

Growing demands for playgrounds will swell
the cry for more money, for apparatus, supers
visors, pollee protection, and this is one of the
problems welghing on the park adminlstration.

"We could use more police protection to great
advantage now,” sald Commissioner Hummel.
“The supervisors are handling it well, but as the
playgrounds are more widely used, and especlally
when the schools are out, the lack of better police
piotection will be menacing.”

Looking to the Future

Private citizens are helping, with money and
moral support, to make the playgrounds real
recreation centers, The legislature will be asked
for ald, that more money may be appropriated to
the playground fund, Vague schemes, requiring
much money and “expert advice" are being con-
stantly proposed, but the park commissioner,
vorking with the materials at hand, 1s seeking to
solve the problems as they presont themselves. It
has even been suggested that extensive properties
Ir the downtown business district be purchased,
the buildings demolished and the land improved
for playgrounds. The park commisgioner, looking
a litle way Imto the future, Is holding on to city
Property in the sections whera the population (s
increasing, and he belleves these places will ba of
Ereat value as the business district drives the resi-
dences back Into the suburbs

All of the parks and the majority of the small
neighborhood playgrounds are In strategic posl-
tions. The whole elty Is being served in a manner
more or leas afficient. There seems to be, how-
ever, a tendency to pienle in the playgrounds
furthest from heme. Thus, the north slde WIApS
up & lunch and rides to we south side Lo spend its
days off and the souihsmders go north, Even 80,
says the park commissioner, the chief thing to do
is to give them some place to go, north or south,
to loaf and play,




